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“We are all children of mother earth. There is a real need 

to make peace with the environment and to do what we can – 

as we all can make a difference.”  - Jack Thompson
Written, Directed and Produced By

Kim kindersley

With Narration By
Julian Lennon (dvd only) and Jack Thompson
Guest Appearances By

Jack Thompson,  Academy Award® Nominee John hurt,

julian lennon
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Kim kindersley, JuliAn Lennon

Edited By

Chris Liddell  Mark Law
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Murray Burns  Tarshito
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About  the Gathering

In 1998, eighty-five tribal leaders from around the world came together at Whale Rock on the Great Australian Bight in South Australia to share their traditions, stories and spirituality over a seven-day celebration of cultures and nature.

They were a remarkable group of leaders including Zulus, Cherokees, Maoris, and Colombian U’wa Indians, and Aboriginal tribes – the Pitjantjatjara, Yaluta and the Mirning people, (who claim to be the oldest tribe on earth).

Native elders from North America, New Zealand, Colombia, Canada and Indonesia joined the Mirning people to exchange ideas and share their ancient beliefs. They had traveled across the globe – from as far field as the Colombian jungles. They painted their bodies, danced and exchanged dialogue.

Every one had a story. Most were of environmental and economic threats that have pushed their cultures to the margins of mainstream society. Some were tales of fighting back – of taking on the ‘white men in business suits’ and winning.

This historical gathering of some of the world’s most threatened indigenous peoples was also a bold experiment connected with a species as endangered as those who took part – the whale. All the participants came from tribes and cultures that have some spiritual affiliation and  communication with our largest mammals; and had a common purpose to record this momentous event. 

“The Gathering was the start of a process to show the world that the Mirning people were the traditional owners of this land, where they had carried out whale dreaming ceremonies for centuries” Kim said.

“It took two years and several acts of generosity to bring The Gathering to Australia”. Kim

explains: “We brought as many indigenous tribes as we could, together from across the globe for this time in history. They swapped stories and told each other of their cultures, their beliefs, their hopes and their aspirations not only for themselves but for the rest of the planet.”

Co-producer and indigenous liaison coordinator Steve Tribbeck worked on many aspects of the project in bringing together and accommodating the world leaders. One of the more difficult challenges for Steve was gaining permission for the participants to visit Mirrinagu, the Mirnings sacred whale dreaming site at The Head of the Bight. As he explained, “Bringing together many diverse cultures as we did, it was imperative to be aware of the many protocols that are not necessarily obvious. Communication was a critical component of my work”.


About  the Gathering
After much negotiating with the Anangu people, who now manage the area at The Head of The Bight, permission was granted on the condition the participants were not to undertake any ceremony or ritual at the site. In a gesture of support, the Yolngu Aborigines from Elcho Island in the Northern Territory, suggested a secret whale initiation ceremony some 30kms from The  Bight. They painted the men with white ochre to imitate the symmetrical bleached barnacle like markings on the Southern Right whale. Bunna was daubed with a whale tale in yellow ochre

on his whitened chest signifying that he is the “Whaledreamer”.

The Yolngu led the gathering to the cliff’s edge where they danced and chanted to the drone of a didgeridoo and rhythm sticks. Johnny, the Yolngu elder, gestured Bunna and the others back from the edge of the cliff saying that no whale had come.

The gathering was struck with disappointment and despair. But suddenly, a Southern Right whale surfaced in the sea below and jubilant shouts of joy went up from the participants, who danced with joy and relief. The gathering had witnessed the Mirning people’s reconnection with the whale.


About the film

Long Synopsis
whaledreamers  -  the title alone evokes hypnotic visions of these most magnificent and ancient creatures. This visually stunning film offers an incredible glimpse into a rarely seen and scarcely understood tribal culture whose entire story of creation revolves around whales and has endured for centuries. The film passionately explores the connection between the subtle elegance of these “mothers of the sea” and ancient civilizations around the world whose culture and very existence is based on whales.
 
Intertwining incredible underwater footage with ancient legend, whaledreamers examines the complex past and the possibly dire future of human civilization.
 
Told with moving optimism and spiritual strength, it is a clarion call encouraging humanity’s reconnection to the profound beauty of the natural world and is an appeal to embrace all living beings thereby creating the unity and peace which the Earth itself can bring.
Short Synopsis

whaledreamers  -  the title alone evokes hypnotic visions of these most magnificent and ancient creatures. This visually stunning film offers an incredible glimpse into a rarely seen and scarcely understood tribal culture whose entire story of creation revolves around whales and has endured for centuries. The film passionately explores the connection between the subtle elegance of these “mothers of the sea” and ancient civilizations and is an appeal to embrace all living beings thereby creating the unity and peace which the Earth itself can bring.
.


About the Director

British filmmaker Kim Kindersley’s research and breathtaking footage captures the deep connection between whales, dolphins and humanity and has led to the making of three thought-provoking films. 

He completed his first full-length documentary The Dolphins Gift in 1991 based on his encounter with a wild hermit dolphin, Fungie, from Dingle Bay, on the west coast of Ireland. “It was a meeting that profoundly changed my perspective on life” explains Kim.

Two years later, in 1993, Kindersley completed his second film, The Dolphins Story,

narrated by Kiefer Sutherland. Kim traveled to Belize, Central America, after hearing

about another friendly female dolphin, Peto. This warm tale of a young girl’s dream

to swim with a dolphin in the wild earned Kindersley a finalist place in the US Television

Awards for ‘Best Director’.

For his third film Kim collaborated with producer Adrian Mondsey in 1994 to make

The Dolphin, a Magical, Musical Mystery with Julian Lennon.

“My films are a humble celebration of these beliefs and an honoring of these incredible

moments with the dolphins and whales I have encountered in my travels. In every way, I want to share these stories with as many people as possible because they represent magic. This magic still exits on our planet and no matter how deeply hidden, the connection to it, I believe, exists inside everyone….in their hearts.”

After The Gathering in 1998 at the Nullarbor Cliffs in South Australia, Kindersley and American philanthropist Elaine Seiler, founded Heart Magic. Originally the foundation

was set up to assist the Aborigines in Australia, specifically for the Mirning people, and to raise awareness of the many other global issues threatening the planet.

Since its beginnings ten years ago, Heart Magic has supported many organizations

and projects including, Greenpeace, Planet Ark Australia, Amazon Watch, The Whaleman Foundation, The Sovereign Dine’h Nation, the International fund for Animal

Welfare (IFAW), The Mirning Aboriginal Trust and The Tibet Justice Centre.

Kim has devoted his life to exploring and documenting the deep connection between

whales, dolphins and humanity. “I hope that the film WHALEDREAMERS will play a

small part in helping people recognize that every single person has their part to play…..

ultimately we are in this together” says Kim.



About the Producer
Julian’s musical career launched with the critically acclaimed debut album ‘Valotte’

produced by Phil Ramone in 1984 on Atlantic Records. The album was nominated for a Grammy Award for Best New Artist in 1985 and produced two top ten hits, the title track ‘Valotte’, and ‘Too Late for Goodbyes’. Lennon embarked on his first concert

tour in the spring of 1985.

The music videos to promote the album ‘Valotte’ were made by legendary western movie director Sam Peckinpah and producer Martin Lewis. After Peckinpah’s death, Lewis went on to film Lennon’s ‘85 tour as part of the film, Stand By Me: A Portrait of

Julian Lennon.

Lennon’s second album ‘The Secret Value of Daydreaming’ followed in 1986 then in 1989 he released ‘Mr. Jordan’. His fourth solo album ‘Help Yourself’ produced the

international hit ‘Saltwater’ in 1991.The long awaited solo album ‘Photograph Smile’

released in 1998 on Julian’s own label Music From Another Room won critical reviews.

Julian made his musical debut at age eleven, playing drums on his father’s (former Beatle John Lennon) album ‘Walls and Bridges’. As a child, Julian directly inspired the title of

one of his father’s most famous songs, ‘Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds’, whose lyrics describe a picture Julian drew - a watercolour painting of a girl (a classmate named Lucy)

surrounded by stars. The song ‘Hey Jude’ was written by Paul McCartney for Julian

as a way of consoling him after his parents’ divorce.

In addition to his musical career, Julian provided the voice for the title role of David

Copperfield in the animated TV special of the Dickens classic in 1993; he made a guest

appearance as a bartender in the movie Leaving Las Vegas in 1995; recorded Cole’s songs for the soundtrack to Mr Holland’s Opus in 1996 and made a cameo appearance in the movie Cannes Man; followed by an interview for the documentary Pop and Me.

In 2002, Lennon recorded a version of the Beatles’ classic ‘When I’m Sixty-Four’ – a song from ‘Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band’ primarily written and sung by Paul

McCartney - for an Allstate Insurance commercial. Lennon’s performance of the song

was reminiscent of McCartney’s vaudevillian delivery on the original.

Julian is currently working on his new album, ‘Conscious’ due for release later in 2008.




Jack Thompson – Narrator - Often described as the quintessential all-Australian actor, Jack Thompson became known to film audiences around the world in 1979, when he appeared in the critically acclaimed film Breaker Morant. The role brought him an Australian Film Institute Award (AFI) as best actor and the best supporting actor at the1980 Cannes Film Festival.

Thompson’s reputation as one of Australia’s leading actors really began with his remarkable performance in the classic Sunday Too Far Away (1975), for which he won the AFI award for best actor.

As one of Australia’s most loved and respected actors, Thompson has a list of credits almost synonymous with the Australian film industry’s renaissance of the past three decades. Major roles included Fred Schepisi’s The Chant of Jimmie Blacksmith (1978), the internationally successful The Man from Snowy River (1982); and the highly acclaimed Australian miniseries, Waterfront (1984) with Greta Scacchi, for which he won the TV Week Logie award.

In 1985 he appeared in Paul Verhoeven’s feature film Flesh and Blood, and in the same year he played Burke in the epic Australian film, Burke and Wills. He also starred in Ground Zero (1987) with Colin Friels and the controversial story Rainbow Warrior in 1988.

Other major roles followed including Wind (1992) with Matthew Modine and Jennifer Grey; The Sum of Us (1994) with Russell Crowe; the television epic ‘The Thorn Birds’; ‘The  Missing Years’ (1996); My Brother Jack (2001); Yolngu Boy (2001), Star Wars Episode 11: Attack of the Clones (2002); the gripping drama The Assassination of Richard Nixon with Sean Penn (2004), Ten Empty (2006) and Bastard Boys in 2007. 

Upcoming films roles are Baz Luhrmann’s Australia, playing a cattle station owner and an American judge in Bruce Beresford’s Mao’s Last Dancer. Born in Manly, a beach suburb of Sydney, Thompson was educated at Sydney Boys High School and the University of Queensland before embarking on his acting career.

Thompson was awarded an AM, a Member of the Order of Australia, in 1986 for his service to the Australian Film Industry and that same year became a UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador. In 1994, Thompson received the AFI: Raymond Longford award for his outstanding contribution to Australian cinema. In 1998 he was honored with the Special Achievement Award from the Film Critics Circle of Australia. He was also the recipient of a Living Legend Award at the 2005  Inside Film Awards.

For the past six years, Thompson has served on the council of GARMA, the largest indigenous cultural festival in Australia held annually in Arnhem Land and has served as an Ambassador for Reconciliation since 2003. When SBS Television aired an episode of ‘Who Do You Think You Are?’ in January this year, the documentary featured Jack Thompson searching for his ancestors. 

Thompson discovered that his Great Grandfather was Captain Thomas Pain, and his  Great,  Great Uncle was Alfred Lee, a prominent figure in Sydney society, who donated the journal of Joseph Banks (detailing Captain Cook’s navigation to Australia in 1770) to the Mitchell Library in Sydney.



Bunna Lawrie - is a direct descendant of the Mirning aboriginal Whaledreaming tribe originally from Miranagu, located at the Great Australian Bight in South Australia.

The Mirning people were relocated to the mission settlement at Kooniba in the mid 1950’s. Bunna was the drummer and lead singer of the band ‘Coloured Stone’ during the eighties. The band members were originally two sets of brothers, Bunna and Bunny (Duane) Lawrie, and the Coaby brothers, Neil and Mackie, who played rhythm and bass.

Their sound has been described as having a reggae thump and funk feel with unique Aboriginal qualities using guitar, bass, drums and Aboriginal instruments such as the didgeridoo and the bundawuthada (gong stone) which create traditional music such as the haunting ‘Mouydjengara’, a whaledreaming song of the Mirning people.

The band’s single ‘Black Boy’ was a success when first released in 1984 (it also became the number one song in Fiji) and was followed by ‘When You Gonna Learn’. The lyrics of ‘Black Boy’ included the line ‘Black boy, black boy, the colour of your skin is your pride and joy’, which was a somewhat revolutionary sentiment for outback Australia in the 1980’s.

‘Bunna Lawrie and the Whaledreamers’ will be launching their newly recorded album at GARMA, the indigenous cultural festival held in Arnhem Land in August 2008.




Film Festivals

Best Film – Monaco Int’l Film Festival

Independent Spirit Award – Monaco Int’l Film Festival

Best Music Song – Lake Tahoe/Reno Int’l Film Festival

Best Documentary – Fantasy Worldwide Film Festival

Best Int’l Film – Wairoa Maori Int’l Film Festival NZ

Best Film – Byron Bay Film Festival

Official Selection – Maui Film Festival



Quotes/REVIEWS

“This is a moving, powerful and inspirational journey.  The scenes of the dolphins and whales are nothing short of breath-taking.  An amazing, moving experience like this doesn't happen often enough in cinema today. Whaledreamers is a thought-provoking film that asks us all to lend a hand in saving all of earth's living things and connecting back to nature in order to save this wonderful planet.”

                     – angelfire.com/pq/moviereviews  (VideoViews.org)

“Mysteries at work… simple, powerful, provocative” -Sydney Morning Herald

“Winner Best Film… a standing ovation greeted the jury’s decision” 

                       –Rosana Golden, Founder, Monaco Int’l Film Festival

“A roller-coaster journey about the plight of humanity… with clarity & heart” 

                  –ABC Radio Australia

“Shook them to their roots… Toronto LOVED the film. …powerful …superb” 

                 - Johanna Kern, Director Fantasy Worldwide Film Festival, Toronto

“Truly touched my core. A must see for all those who care about this planet.” 

                   –Living Now Magazine



About the Company

monterey media inc., a uniquely independent studio
monterey media inc., incorporated in 1979, it is a privately owned entertainment industry company specializing in the creation, acquisition, distribution and sale of motion pictures and other programming. monterey media is actively engaged in all areas of domestic media, including theatrical distribution to theatres, film festivals, and other distinctive venues, and is presently increasing its release slate with a continued measured growth strategy.

The Company creates unique and distinctive release strategies tailored to each project. By way of example, in 2005, the Company established a joint venture for the creation of a special theatrical event in conjunction with AMC Theatres to launch the motion picture Indigo: A one day, 603 North America venue showing grossed over $1,190,000 box office. Early theatrical releases included the enchanting The Blue Butterfly starring Academy Award® Winner William Hurt; Nobelity, from Award-winning writer/director Turk Pipkin (which Esquire Magazine called “remarkable”), with a Gala Premiere benefiting Amnesty Int’l. on Earth Day; and the lauded tri-coastal release of, PEEL: The Peru Project  (heralded as “reminiscent of Bruce Brown’s Endless Summer”).

Award-winning feature films included in the theatrical 2007 (and DVD) release slate were the poignant and compelling Steel Toes starring Academy Award® nominated David Strathairn, the family film Eye of the Dolphin, the true crime story of Karla, based upon the infamous and notorious “Ken and Barbie killer” murders; and the critically acclaimed 10 Questions for the Dalai Lama premiering with Landmark Theatres in San Francisco, Houston, Chicago and Berkeley. 

2008 releases will begin with The Cry a suspenseful tale which has terrified Latinos for centuries. A family treat and 5 Dove Award-winning  When I Find the Ocean and the spiritual but dark Ripple Effect starring Forest Whitaker and Minnie Driver are followed by Academy Award® nominated David Strathairn in The Sensation of Sight.  And the beautifully crafted  and 8 time award-winner the Secrets from Israel’s premiere director Avi Nesher finishes out the year.

monterey is known for its creatively coordinated marketing strategies incorporating promotional alliances with such strategic partners as Wal-Mart, Fisher Price, Pepsi Cola, American Express, Amnesty International USA, Make-A-Wish Foundation® of America, Children’s Cancer Research Fund, KIDS FIRST!®, Days Inns, the International Motorcycle Shows, Healthy World Healthy Child, and Wahoo’s Fish Taco Restaurants.

monterey video

The monterey video division is the 2nd oldest independent video manufacturer and distributor in the United States, acquiring the exclusive rights for all video markets to completed motion pictures or other programming. monterey is well known for its broad marketing to all key retail, mail order and internet sites, schools and libraries, and specialty markets.

The versatile monterey video library encompasses unique feature films and documentaries as well as Multi-Platinum RIAA and ITA Award-winning Grateful Dead concerts; prestigious films such as The Exonerated starring Susan Sarandon, Brian Dennehy, Danny Glover and Aidan Quinn; celebrated sports programming including the Bruce Brown Films franchise of motorcycle films (On Any Sunday) and surf films (The Endless Summer II); the most prestigious educational yet entertaining library of films adapted from literature’s renowned authors combined with acclaimed performances from many of Hollywood’s greatest actors;, and note-worthy children’s programming. In addition, monterey has the honor of being the first video market licensee of the American Film Institute.
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