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Written, Directed and Produced By
Tonya S. Holly

Starring

Lily Matland Holly, Diane Ladd, Lee Majors, Graham Greene, 

Richard Tyson, Bernie Casey, Amy Redford
Produced By

tonya S. Holly, Thomas M. rogers iii

Edited By

howard heard

Original Music By

FLAVIO MOTALLA

Genre

Family Drama

Film Length

104 minutes

Format

Digital
Film Location

Alabama

Date of Production

2005

MPAA Rating

PG

[image: image1.jpg],%HEN { FIND THE ﬁCEA’# ;



[image: image12.jpg]ol

www.montereymedio.com




[image: image13.jpg]



[image: image2.jpg],%HEN { FIND THE ﬁCEA’# ;




About the film

Long Synopsis

The journey of a lifetime for young Lily Strickland begins not out of her love for adventure but out of heartache. Longing for the father she lost to the ocean and having no way to say goodbye, Lily strikes out on her own beginning a journey of the spirit and of the heart.

Her mother has found a new man to share her life with and Lily is the bearer of unpleasant secrets his life which only she knows.  Leaving behind a safe, loving environment with her grandparents (Diane Ladd and Lee Majors), and loving mother Amy Redford she faces not only her fears but the obstacles the wilderness presents.

With her faith and belief that her father will guide her, and with the help of a friendly tugboat captain (Bernie Casey), she follows her dream to find the ocean which will finally set her heart at peace.

Short Synopsis

The journey of a lifetime for young Lily Strickland begins not out of her love for adventure but out of heartache. Longing for the father she lost to the ocean and having no way to say goodbye, Lily strikes out on her own.

Her mother has found a new man to share her life with and Lily is the bearer of unpleasant secrets his life which only she knows.  Leaving behind a safe, loving environment with her grandparents (Diane Ladd and Lee Majors), and loving mother Amy Redford she faces not only her fears but the obstacles the wilderness presents.
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TONYA S. HOLLY (Director/Producer/Writer) A graduate of the University of North Alabama, Tonya has 17 films in her filmography including Toy Soldiers (1991), with Oscar winner Louis Gossett Jr. and Lord of the Rings star Sean Astin, as well as Body Snatchers (1993), starring Meg Tilly and Forest Whitaker. She did casting on the Oscar-winning Blue Sky (1994), another Selma-made movie that starred Jessica Lange and Tommy Lee Jones and has worked closely over the years with CBS, HBO, NBC, Fox, Morgan Creek, Universal, Buena Vista among others.

In 1989, Tonya opened Gem-Star agency to help nurture talent in northwest Alabama. Two years later, she founded the Alabama Filmmakers association to help promote the film industry and develop sound stages throughout the state.

.

Since establishing Cypress Moon Studies in 2001 in Sheffield, Alabama, Tonya has completed When I Find the Ocean, her feature debut as a writer, director and producer.
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Biographies 

Lily Matland Holly (Lily Strickland) is the older daughter of Alabama filmmaker Tonya S. Holly – the writer, director and producer of When I Find the Ocean  - and famed Muscle Shoals guitarist, singer, songwriter and producer Kelvin Holly, who performs with rock ‘n’ roll legend Little Richard, the Amazing Rhythm Aces and the Muscle Shoals rock-and-soul, The Decoys.

Lily is a 13-year-old seventh-grader at Florence Middle School in Florence, Alabama. She has been involved in a number of stage plays and made her screen debut in her mother’s award-winning short film The Mirror (2003). In the future, Lily hopes to become am astronomer and hopefully follow in her mother’s footsteps as a screenwriter and film director.

“I love to draw and write my own stories, scripts and poetry,” Lily says. “I make my own films and plays, and I hope to make it big in the world.”

Lily has a younger sister, Abby Holly, also appears in When I Find the Ocean, and an older brother Kyle Holly who is attending Auburn University and her mom and dad co-produced the movie’s soundtrack. Like the rest of her family – as well as her character in the film – Lily is an animal lover who calls the lion her favorite animal.

When I Find the Ocean is Lily’s first lead role in a full length feature film. She hopes that this will be the first of many more to come. “I love meeting new people and becoming their friend,” Lily says. “I also have a certain look I give when I have a new idea, or when I’m thinking. I hope that I can put these ideas into my stories and scripts. 

Lee Majors (Thomas Strickland) Born in Wyandotte, Michigan, and raised in Middlesboro, Kentucky, legendary American actor Lee Majors became an international pop-culture icon through his role as Steve Austin - a former astronaut with bionic limbs – in television’s top-rated 1970s sci-fi series, The Six Million Dollar Man.

Majors also enjoys the distinction of having appeared in two other long-running prime-time series, playing Heath Barkley in the classic 1960s western The Big Valley (in which he co-starred with screen legend Barbara Stanwyck), and playing the title role of Hollywood stuntman-turned-bounty hunter Colt Seavers in the 1980s hit, The Fall Guy. He has co-starred in several other memorable series, including The Men from Shiloh (a revamped version of The Virginian), Owen Marshall: Counselor at Law, Tour of Duty, Raven and Too Much Sun.
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DIANE LADD (Edna Strickland) A versatile character actress with a flair for playing eccentric and strong-willed Southerners, Diane Ladd earned an Oscar nomination for her role as the tart-tongued waitress Flo in Martin Scorsese’s Alice Doesn’t Live Here Anymore (1974). That same year, she garnered critical raves for her role as Ida Sessions in Roman Polanski’s neo-noir masterpiece, Chinatown (1974).

A native of Meridian, Mississippi, Ladd – a first cousin of playwright Tennessee Williams –has played in a wide variety of roles in her distinguished screen career. In 1990, she co-starred with her daughter Laura Dern in director David Lynch’s bizarre and brilliant Wild at Heart, earning her second Oscar nomination as Dern’s maniacally possessive mother. The following year, Ladd and Dern became the first mother and daughter ever to earn simultaneous Oscar nominations for their roles in director Martha Coolidge’s critically acclaimed Rambling Rose, a rich and colorful Southern character study co-starring Robert Duvall.

Ladd’s filmography also includes he William Faulkner adaptation The Rivers (1970), in which she appeared with Steve McQueen, the Burt Reynolds moonshine comedy White Lightning (1974), director Jack Clayton’s eerie screen interpretation of Ray Bradbury’s supernatural novel Something Wicked This Way Comes (1983), the irreverent holiday comedy National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation (1991), the screen version of the stage comedy The Cemetery Club (1993), and the civil-rights period drama Ghosts of Mississippi (1996), in which she appeared with Alec Baldwin, Whoopi Goldberg and Alabama’s own Lucas Black. Most recently, Diane appeared in an episode of CBS’ prime-time crime drama Cold Case, appeared with Ashley Judd in Joey Lauren Adams’ independent film Come Early Morning, and co-starred with Anthony Hopkins in the true-life drama The World’s Fastest Indian.
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bernie casey (Amos Jackson) Renowned character actor and former professional athlete Bernie Casey was born in West Virginia and Raised in Columbus, Ohio, where he developed a passion for drama and art.

In his early career in professional football, Bernie was a first-round draft pick of the San Francisco 49ers, where he played as a wide receiver for six years. Before retiring from the National Football League, he was a wide receiver for the Los Angeles Rams.

As an actor, Casey has made more than 40 films since his debut in the 1969 Western, Guns of the Magnificent Seven. His credits include the television movie Brian’s Song (1971), Martin Scorsese’s Boxcar Bertha (1972), the “blaxploitation” action film Cleopatra Jones (1973), Nicolas Roeg’s cult sci-fi classic The Man Who Fell to Earth (1976), the urban social drama Cornbread, Earl and Me (1975), the miniseries adaptation of Ray Bradbury’s The Martian Chronicles (1980), Sean Connery’s final James Bond thriller Never Say Never Again (1983), the raucous comedies Revenge of the Nerds (1984), Amazon Women on the Moon (1987) and Bill & Ted’s Excellent Adventure (1989), Keenen Ivory Wayans’ blaxploitation spoof I’m Gonna Git You, Sucka! (1988), the movie version of the play The Cemetery Club (1993), co-starring Diane Ladd, John Carpenter’s horror chiller In the Mouth of Madness (1994) and Tim Reid’s segregation-era drama, Once Upon a Time… When We Were Colored (1995).

Bernie is also an accomplished artist whose work has been exhibited in galleries across the country and published in magazines and journals. His paintings are in the private collections of Sidney Poitier, Burt Reynolds, Quincy Jones and Maya Angelou.

Doubleday has published Bernie’s poetry as well as two special limited editions of his personal feelings and philosophy. In 1973, he was honored to receive an Image Award from the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).



[image: image7.jpg],%HEN { FIND THE ﬁCEA’# ;




Graham Greene (Copeland) A member of the Oneida Nation, Graham Greene is best known for his Academy Award-nominated supporting performance as the mystical sage Kicking Bird in Kevin Costner’s Oscar-winning frontier epic, Dances with Wolves (1990).

Prior to his success as a character actor, the native Canadian worked as an audio technician for rock bands before entering the world of live theatre in Great Britain and Toronto. He graduated from the Centre for Indigenous Theatre’s Native Theatre School program in 1974.

Although audiences have seen his memorable face in many feature and TV films, it is perhaps his recurring role on the quirky CBS television series Northern Exposure that many associate him with.
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Amy Redford (Jenny Strickland) The youngest child of film icon Robert Redford and the consumer activist and documentary filmmaker Lola Van Wagenen, Amy Redford has roamed from London schools to the New York stage in order to build the acting muscles she needs to be more than just a famous daughter.

Amy studied at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art and performed off-off Broadway. She has also appeared in films (Giving It Up, Maid in Manhattan, Cry Funny Happy (2003), Last Man Running, This Revolution) as well as on cable and network television (Law & Order: Special Victims Unit, Sex and the City, Law & Order: Criminal Intent, The Sopranos).

For years, Amy fought off her desire to act, consciously wanting to avoid her father’s footsteps while unconsciously pining for a life on the stage. She tried to sublimate the need through designing, directing and stage-managing, but her thespian stirrings inevitably overcame her.

“Which is usually how it has to be,” Amy says. “You have to really need it and want it in a way that makes you survive the pits as well as the apexes.” It was only about five years ago that she stopped using a pseudonym and “came out of the closet professionally.”

“I think I’ve been pretty slow in terms of my growth in certain ways,” she says. “I’ve been pretty methodical, so that when I look over my shoulder I know exactly how I got where I got, and nobody can give that to me and nobody can take that away.”

After When I Find the Ocean, Amy will be seen in The Music Inside and recently completed Strike the Tent, and American Civil War tale that also features Lee Majors.
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film festivals

Bronze Remi: WorldFest-Houston International Film Festival

Second Place: Reel Women International Film Festival

Second place: Myrtle Beach International Film Festival

OFFICIAL SELECTON 
Indie Memphis Soul of Southern Film Festival

George Lindsey UNA Film Festival – Premiere Selection

Delray Beach Film Festival
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QUOTES

 “If you are looking for a drama with great family values that the entire family can enjoy together then this is the movie. When I find the Ocean is a touching, sad and heart-warming tale of a young girls quest to find peace and one I highly recommend. The cast is terrific, this is a film that not only relies on a great story to carry it but it also relies heavily on its cast as they are the main focus. The scenery is breath-taking and the musical score is a triumph, it sends chills through you.” - angelfire.com/pq/moviereviews

"When I Find the Ocean is a wonderful family film. The viewers will find themselves wrapped up in the story...rooting for the good guys. We award this family friendly film five Doves.” 

· The Dove Foundation

“The whole family will enjoy watching the film together (with a box of tissues). They will see faith overcome fear, love overcome prejudice, and hope overcome despair.”

· Christian Entertainment Review

“a beautiful, often metaphorical tale…” - DVD Release Report

“Highly Recommended.  A deeply emotional, family-friendly movie… breathtaking scenery.” 

– The Midwest Book Review 
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About the Company

monterey media inc., a uniquely independent studio
monterey media inc., incorporated in 1979, it is a privately owned entertainment industry company specializing in the creation, acquisition, distribution and sale of motion pictures and other programming. monterey media is actively engaged in all areas of domestic media, including theatrical distribution to theatres, film festivals, and other distinctive venues, and is presently increasing its release slate with a continued measured growth strategy.

The Company creates unique and distinctive release strategies tailored to each project. By way of example, in 2005, the Company established a joint venture for the creation of a special theatrical event in conjunction with AMC Theatres to launch the motion picture Indigo: A one day, 603 North America venue showing grossed over $1,190,000 box office. Early theatrical releases included the enchanting The Blue Butterfly starring Academy Award® Winner William Hurt; Nobelity, from Award-winning writer/director Turk Pipkin (which Esquire Magazine called “remarkable”), with a Gala Premiere benefiting Amnesty Int’l. on Earth Day; and the lauded tri-coastal release of, PEEL: The Peru Project  (heralded as “reminiscent of Bruce Brown’s Endless Summer”).

Award-winning feature films included in the theatrical 2007 (and DVD) release slate were the poignant and compelling Steel Toes starring Academy Award® nominated David Strathairn, the family film Eye of the Dolphin, the true crime story of Karla, based upon the infamous and notorious “Ken and Barbie killer” murders; and the critically acclaimed 10 Questions for the Dalai Lama premiering with Landmark Theatres in San Francisco, Houston, Chicago and Berkeley. 

2008 releases will begin with The Secrets from Israel’s premiere director Avi Nesher; The Cry a suspenseful tale which has terrified Latinos for centuries; a family treat in When I Find the Ocean and the spiritual but dark Ripple Effect starring Forest Whitaker and Minnie Driver.

monterey is known for its creatively coordinated marketing strategies incorporating promotional alliances with such strategic partners as Wal-Mart, Fisher Price, Pepsi Cola, American Express, Amnesty International USA, Make-A-Wish Foundation® of America, Children’s Cancer Research Fund, KIDS FIRST!®, Days Inns, the International Motorcycle Shows, Healthy World Healthy Child, and Wahoo’s Fish Taco Restaurants.

monterey video

The monterey video division is the 2nd oldest independent video manufacturer and distributor in the United States, acquiring the exclusive rights for all video markets to completed motion pictures or other programming. monterey is well known for its broad marketing to all key retail, mail order and internet sites, schools and libraries, and specialty markets.

The versatile monterey video library encompasses unique feature films and documentaries as well as Multi-Platinum RIAA and ITA Award-winning Grateful Dead concerts; prestigious films such as The Exonerated starring Susan Sarandon, Brian Dennehy, Danny Glover and Aidan Quinn; celebrated sports programming including the Bruce Brown Films franchise of motorcycle films (On Any Sunday) and surf films (The Endless Summer II); the most prestigious educational yet entertaining library of films adapted from literature’s renowned authors combined with acclaimed performances from many of Hollywood’s greatest actors;, and note-worthy children’s programming. In addition, monterey has the honor of being the first video market licensee of the American Film Institute.
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